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Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, the new creation has come: 
The old has gone, the new is here! All this is from God, who 
reconciled us to himself through Christ and gave us the 
ministry of reconciliation: that God was reconciling the 
world to himself in Christ, not counting people’s sins against 
them. And he has committed to us the message of 
reconciliation. We are therefore Christ’s ambassadors, as 
though God were making his appeal through us. We 
implore you on Christ’s behalf: Be reconciled to God. 
2 Corinthians 5:17-20

This message of reconciliation begins with God’s love.  

For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only 
Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have 
eternal life. For God did not send his Son into the world to 
condemn the world, but to save the world through him. 
John 3:16-17

All of this is from God. It is all His work. Mankind’s 
relationship with God was so completely broken that we 
stood completely severed and separated from our Creator 
who gives life, body and soul. In our separation, the Bible 
says we are dead in sin, utterly helpless to save ourselves, 
to make our way back to God.

As for you, you were dead in your transgressions and sins 
…  But because of His great love for us, God, who is rich in 
mercy, made us alive with Christ even when we were dead in 
transgressions—it is by grace you have been saved. 
Ephesians 2:1,4-5

God was pleased to have all his fullness dwell in [Jesus], and 
through him to reconcile to himself all things, whether things 
on earth or things in heaven, by making peace through his 
blood, shed on the cross. Once you were alienated from 
God and were enemies… But now He has reconciled you by 
Christ’s physical body through death to present you holy in 
his sight, without blemish and free from accusation. 
Colossians 1:19–22

TAKE A STEP

Reconciliation
We have only to accept God’s Peace Offering through the 
blood of Jesus, to receive His merciful love and grace that 
God Himself initiated and completed, so that our broken 
relationship can be healed. Jesus paid the cost for our 
forgiveness so we have peace in our relationship with God. 
Now, we partner with Him initiating steps that bring peace 
and reconciliation in our world, repairing our broken 
relationships with God and one another.

Reconciliation moves us toward healing any broken 
relationship that is in our power to heal… beginning with 
our relationship with God, then moving outward into our 
nearest relationships - family, friends, neighborhood, 
community.

TAKE A STEP: Search your heart. Scan the relationships of 
your life. Are there barriers keeping you from experiencing 
the love and peace of God?  Barriers to experiencing peace 
with others? Seek to set aside any pride, selfishness, 
jealousy, hatred, prejudices … things that have built a 
barricade to the peace and love God wants us to 
experience in Jesus and share with others.

Ask to be filled with God’s merciful kindness and love 
where reconciliation begins.  Watch and listen then for how 
you might initiate His peace in your relationships.  Perhaps 
a conversation, a gift, an act of kindness, or an apology 
where there has been separation, coldness, or silence 
would open a pathway of peace?  Let Him lead you.
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You lived in this world without God and without hope. But 
now you have been united with Christ Jesus. Once you 
were far away from God, but now you have been brought 
near to him through the blood of Christ.

For Christ, himself has brought peace to us. He united Jews 
and Gentiles into one people when, in his own body on the 
cross, he broke down the wall of hostility that separated 
us. He did this by ending the system of law with its 
commandments and regulations. He made peace between 
Jews and Gentiles by creating in himself one new people 
from the two groups. Together as one body, Christ 
reconciled both groups to God by means of his death on the 
cross, and our hostility toward each other was put to death.

He brought this Good News of peace to you Gentiles who 
were far away from him, and peace to the Jews who were 
near. Now all of us can come to the Father through the 
same Holy Spirit because of what Christ has done for us. 
So now you Gentiles are no longer strangers and foreigners. 
You are citizens along with all of God’s holy people. You are 
members of God’s family. 
Ephesians 2:12-19

Ohio and Michigan, Tom and Jerry, City Folk and Country 
Folk, Heroes and Villains, Rich and Poor, Black and White, 
Popular and Misfits, Mine and Yours… We live in a world 
of division, of boundaries, borders and barriers. We’re 
often born into it. We get shaped by it and comfortable in 
it before we’re even aware.  But God is doing something 
different, building one people, a truly united Kingdom. 
Reconciling the world, all to Himself.

The Jews and Gentiles were people who, from the early 
days of Old Testament history, had warred with each other 
and who went to great lengths to remain separate from 
one another. Their rules and traditions made sure that they 
their lives didn’t touch, that they stayed separate.  But now 
Jew and Gentile who put their faith in Jesus, were being 
united into one new body, reconciled together in Christ, 
citizens in the same kingdom with equal status, equally 
loved by God.

DAY ONE - MAR 26

Reconciling One People
Feuding families, marriages and partnerships who have 
experienced distance even divorced and then allow peace 
with God to compel them toward peace and reconciliation 
with one another is truly remarkable! Can you imagine
entire people groups? Heaven! Right?!! Reconciliation 
brings heaven to earth. Jesus was and is the source of 
this oneness and peace between the Jews and Gentiles, 
between all people held hostage, barricaded in their own 
hearts or by the world around them. Jesus came to remove 
barriers that keep us from His love and to unite us in His 
peace.

God was pleased to have all his fullness dwell in [Jesus], and 
through him to reconcile to himself all things, whether things 
on earth or things in heaven, by making peace through his 
blood, shed on the cross.  
Colossians 1:19

Perhaps there has been long standing division in your 
family, neighborhood, workplace, cafeteria or playing field, 
with a group of people.  Maybe you were born into it, hired, 
married or assigned into the midst of it. Have you adopted 
any thinking, ways of being, traditions that aren’t reflective 
of the reconciliation we have in God through the blood of 
Christ?

Take some time with Jesus, your Peace, clear your heart 
of its own fears, pride and prejudices, anger and hurt … 
ask how you might be an initiator of reconciliation. Do you 
see beginnings of it somewhere … a soft heart in an aunt, a 
brother-in-law, a co-worker, student, another small group 
where His reconciling peace is already at work? Might you 
take a step to join Him and His people?
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Now, this is the goal: to live in harmony with one another 
and demonstrate affectionate love, sympathy, and 
kindness toward other believers. Let humility describe who 
you are as you dearly love one another. Never retaliate 
when someone treats you wrongly, nor insult those who 
insult you, but instead, respond by speaking a blessing over 
them—because a blessing is what God promised to give 
you. For the Scriptures tell us:

Whoever wants to embrace true life and find beauty in 
each day must stop speaking evil, hurtful words and never 
deceive in what they say. 

Always turn from what is wrong and cultivate what is good; 
eagerly pursue peace in every relationship, making it your 
prize.

For the eyes of the Lord Yahweh rest upon the godly, and 
his heart responds to their prayers. But he turns his back on 
those who practice evil.  
1 Peter 3:8-12 The Passion Translation

Now, this is the goal. Today. Tomorrow. This weekend. Next 
week. Next month. Through the Summer. Next season. Next 
year. In your teens and twenties. Your thirties through your 
nineties. On your best day. On your worst day. Now, this is 
the goal!

The ongoing work of reconciliation seeks peace and 
pursues it in every relationship because God is at work to 
reconcile all things to Himself.  

God was pleased to have all his fullness dwell in [Jesus], and 
through him to reconcile to himself all things, whether things 
on earth or things in heaven, by making peace through his 
blood, shed on the cross.
Colossians 1:19-20

DAY TWO - MAR 27

Reconciling is the Goal
It may not feel like it but each one of us has the power to 
choose our response - always. Yes, it can be extremely 
challenging especially when we’ve been wronged or hurt 
and our emotions are caught up in a situation. Returning 
an insult feels natural but we are called to stop evil and 
cultivate good. As far as it depends on us, where we hold 
any power to initiate, we are to bring about peace. 

In humility, we remember the cost Jesus paid for our peace 
and allow His love to fill us so that we would respond with 
kindness, warmth and compassion that seeks harmonious 
like-minded living for the building up of one another. This 
doesn’t mean you allow someone’s abusive behavior in the 
name of keeping peace. Enabling abusive behavior is 
destructive to the person/ people and does not build them 
up.  

Even though we are prone toward conflict, even with other 
believers, the way toward peace is through Jesus reigning 
as Lord in our hearts, rather than self.

Read through the passage again asking the Holy Spirit to 
counsel you through carefully searching your heart to help 
you see if there is any way He wants to guide your steps, 
redirect or strengthen your walk in any area.  

Jesus, we want to be people who reflect Your goodness, 
who bring Your peace, the same peace that we’ve 
experienced in You. Help us to put aside our own selves, our 
preferences, judgements and hurt. Be the Shepherd of our 
hearts and the Guardian over our mouths that we would be 
a people of blessing, reflecting Your heart of reconciliation 
in the world…



4 Join the Movement // Lent Guide 2018

week six // Reconciling 

4

“‘My son,’ the father said, ‘you are always with me, and 
everything I have is yours. But we had to celebrate and be 
glad, because this brother of yours was dead and is alive 
again; he was lost and is found.’” 
Luke 15:31-32

It’s a familiar story. A father with two sons, both 
self-absorbed and distant, far from their father’s heart. The 
youngest son audaciously asking for his inheritance so that 
he can live his own life, far away and the dutiful older son 
right under his father’s nose but never by his side. 
Sometimes a break in the family, breaks the family.  

The youngest son’s behavior speaks loud and clear that by 
all rights his father is dead to him. He completely severs his 
relationship, so much so that even in his desperate return 
home after recklessly squandering all his inheritance, his 
greatest hope is to be a servant in father’s business, a hired 
hand, not a son, not family. The older son, too, silent, 
separate, “slaving away:” not a “son,” not family.

But the father, upon seeing his youngest, not only forgives 
the son’s offensive behavior but filled with compassion, 
runs to fully embrace and reinstate his son, lavishly 
celebrating him. They are reconciled, the enmity between 
them has been swallowed up in the love and grace of the 
father. The father not only forgives him but their father 
son relationship is restored.

“But while he was still a long way off, his father saw him and 
was filled with compassion for him; he ran to his son, threw 
his arms around him and kissed him … saying to his servants, 
‘Quick! Bring the best robe and put it on him. Put a ring on his 
finger and sandals on his feet. Bring the fattened calf and kill it. 
Let’s have a feast and celebrate. For this son of mine was dead 
and is alive again; he was lost and is found.’ So they began to 
celebrate. 
Luke 15:20-24

DAY THREE - MAR 28

Reconciling Heart Forgives and Initiates with Humility
Returning from the field, the older son hears the 
celebrating and is angry and resentful over his father’s 
merciful love toward his younger brother. The father 
goes out to implore the older brother, also with lavish 
generosity, to know his heart and that all he has, all he 
owns, is his son’s as well. The father desires reconciliation, 
not only father to son but also brother to brother.

Interesting that the father doesn’t say to his oldest son, 
“this son of mine” has come home, but, “this brother of 
yours.” If the oldest son’s heart had been full of love and 
compassion, eager for the return of his brother, standing 
with his father looking, longing, waiting, he would be 
equally glad to celebrate, to be reconciled with his brother, 
their relationship restored. But he refuses to join the party.

Two wounded hearts: a father’s and a brother’s. The 
father’s humility paves the pathway for reconciliation. A 
brother’s pride paves a pathway of pain and continued 
brokenness. 

Has your heart been wounded by rejection or some deep 
hurt? Could you set aside your hurt and in humility stand 
with your Father, eager, prayerfully longing to celebrate 
your “brother” coming home?

Jesus is the brother that leaves home, seeking us with word 
of the Father’s heartache for us, His lost children. Jesus 
invites us to follow Him back and gives His very life to make 
sure we can get home.  He has made us joint heirs in His 
Father’s kingdom, not withholding any good thing.
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The kingdom of heaven is like a king who wanted to settle 
accounts with his servants.  As he began the settlement, a 
man who owed him ten thousand bags of gold was brought 
to him. Since he was not able to pay, the master ordered 
that he and his wife and his children and all that he had be 
sold to repay the debt.

 “At this the servant fell on his knees before him. ‘Be patient 
with me,’ he begged, ‘and I will pay back everything.’ The 
servant’s master took pity on him, canceled the debt and 
let him go.

“But when that servant went out, he found one of his 
fellow servants who owed him a hundred silver coins.   He 
grabbed him and began to choke him. ‘Pay back what you 
owe me!’ he demanded.

“His fellow servant fell to his knees and begged him, ‘Be 
patient with me, and I will pay it back.’

“But he refused. Instead, he went off and had the man 
thrown into prison until he could pay the debt. When the 
other servants saw what had happened, they were out-
raged and went and told their master everything that had 
happened.

“Then the master called the servant in. ‘You wicked ser-
vant,’ he said, ‘I canceled all that debt of yours because you 
begged me to. Shouldn’t you have had mercy on your fellow 
servant just as I had on you?’  In anger his master handed 
him over to the jailers to be tortured, until he should pay 
back all he owed.

“This is how my heavenly Father will treat each of you 
unless you forgive your brother or sister from your heart.” 
Matthew 18:23-35

What happened (or perhaps didn’t happen) in this servant’s 
heart that kept him from extending the same generosity 
and grace that he had received from the king?  Was he 
trying to get ahead?  Had he viewed the king’s pity and 
generosity as just good luck? Why did he act in such anger 
after receiving such kindness? 

DAY FOUR - MAR 29

A Reconciling Heart Forgives and Moves in Mercy
I don’t know … what keeps us from extending what we’ve 
received from Jesus?  Why are we not quick to show mercy 
in light of the great mercy we’ve received?  Why do our 
hearts fill with anger toward another over offenses we 
ourselves have committed toward God even after knowing 
God’s great mercy, forgiveness and blessing in Jesus?  

Imagine the story line if the servant had walked out humbly 
grateful, lighthearted, skipping with joy and given what he 
himself had received.  If he had shared his recent 
experience with the king and then forgiven the debt, 
bringing peace between them, reconciling their 
relationship? But, his demanding, selfish heart severed all 
his relationships and brought destruction on his own head. 

In light of the merciful forgiveness and redemption we’ve 
received through the blood of Jesus, shall we not turn and 
face the world with the same generosity of God’s heart 
toward us?  Let us put off anger, malice, hatred, pride, 
selfishness, greed, vengeance and be moved by mercy. 
Through Christ we have eternal life and reward, a promised 
place with the God of Peace, where all is well and right. 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your 
kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as 
we also have forgiven our debtors.

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from the evil 
one. For if you forgive other people when they sin against 
you, your heavenly Father will also forgive you. But if you do 
not forgive others their sins, your Father will not forgive your 
sins. Matthew 6:9-15
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But Joseph said to them, “Don’t be afraid. Am I in the place 
of God? You intended to harm me, but God intended it for 
good to accomplish what is now being done, the saving 
of many lives.  So then, don’t be afraid. I will provide for 
you and your children.” And he reassured them and spoke 
kindly to them.  
Genesis 50:19-21

If anyone had reason to hold a grudge, to build a barrier, 
or to strike back with fiery vengeance, it was the eleventh 
born son of Jacob’s twelve boys, Joseph.

In an afternoon, Joseph’s life was completely changed at 
the hands of his jealous brothers who hated him and could 
not speak a kind word to him. Genesis 37:4 Joseph went 
from being a favored son in his father’s house to a slave 
in a foreign land, completely severed from his family and 
believed dead by his beloved father.

It wouldn’t be the last time that Joseph would find favor in 
the eyes of one, only to be forsaken at the hands of others.  
It seemed to be the story of his life. Sold into slavery by his 
brothers, Joseph is absent of everything he’s known but 
God.  

God gives him success and Joseph finds favor in Potiphar’s 
eyes who puts him in charge of his entire household but 
then wrongly accused by Potiphar’s wife, Joseph is thrown 
in prison.

In prison, the Lord was with him (Joseph); he showed him 
kindness and granted him favor in the eyes of the prison 
warden who put him in charge and made him responsible. 
Genesis 39:20-22

God gives Joseph wisdom for interpreting dreams and 
there’s hope for his freedom, but he is forgotten. Two years 
later, Joseph interprets the Pharaoh’s dream, is released 
from prison and put in charge of overseeing Egypt’s survival 
of a 7-year famine. It’s during this famine that Joseph’s 
brothers travel to Egypt and unknowingly bow before him 
hoping to buy food. 

DAY FIVE - MAR 30

A Reconciling Heart Forgives and Abounds in Grace
Hated. Sold. Betrayed. Severed from his father’s love.  
Imagine how it took his breath away just to see their faces. 
Joseph literally holds their lives in his hands now.  What will 
he do? 

Has betrayal, hatred or deep hurt caused separation in your 
own family? 

What does it take to forgive YEARS of tremendous hurt and 
heartache, to bring down the carefully constructed walls of 
protection around such a mountain of pain, to even 
consider repairing and rebuilding relationships? What do 
you do? What can you do? 

If you’ve not read Genesis 37-50 ever or in a while, read 
it again.  In a heart wrenching scene, Joseph reveals his 
identity, forgives the brothers for their hatred and betrayal, 
makes plans for reuniting with his father and providing for 
the wellbeing of all of them and their families (chapter 45).

Joseph’s story of reconciliation is quite astonishing; it’s 
hard and beautiful, and so reflective of Christ’s heart. 
Through his pain, Joseph saw God at work to bring about 
His saving plan. This is the message and ministry of 
reconciliation that we, who have received God’s peace, are 
called to give. It is a hard road but beautiful. It will be costly 
and rich with blessing.

All this is from God, who reconciled us to himself through 
Christ and gave us the ministry of reconciliation: that God 
was reconciling the world to himself in Christ, not counting 
people’s sins against them. And he has committed to us the 
message of reconciliation. 
2 Corinthians 5:18-19
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We are therefore Christ’s ambassadors, as though God 
were making his appeal through us. We implore you on 
Christ’s behalf: Be reconciled to God. 
2 Corinthians 5:17-20

Jim Elliot, Nate Saint, Roger Youderian, Peter Fleming and 
Ed McCully were five men who understood God’s message 
of reconciliation for all people. The story, not only of their 
lives, but those of their families, is one of great sacrifice, 
heart and perseverance as they took God’s message of 
reconciliation in Jesus to the Auca tribe.

Aucas were known as a violent and murderous people. 
Other nearby tribes knew them as savages. They had 
virtually no contact with the outside world. Reaching them 
would be a brave, risky undertaking.

Hoping to build trust and friendship, they make flights over 
the Auca’s village, dropping supplies and gifts, for three 
months. On January 3, 1956 they landed and set up camp, 
but by January 7th, all contact had been lost. These five 
men were later found, speared to death by the very people 
who they were trying to reach.

Elisabeth Elliot, Jim’s wife and Rachel Saint, Nate’s older 
sister through their deep loss, kept following the calling 
they felt to reach the Aucas with the love of Jesus. 

Rachel’s passion to take the gospel and translate the 
scriptures into the Auca’s language was only intensified by 
her brother’s tragic death. Nine years after her brother’s 
death, she finished translating the gospel of Mark and spent 
40 years among the tribe.  She is buried there not far from 
her brother.
 
Elisabeth with her ten month old daughter continued to live 
among and minister to the Quichua tribe where she met 
two Auca women who lived with her and taught her their 
tribe’s language. 

DAY SIX - MAR 31

A Reconciling Heart Forgives and Reaches Toward 
Every Tribe, Tongue and Nation

In 1958 Rachel Saint and Elizabeth Elliot, along with 
Elizabeth’s 3 yr old daughter, went as a missionary to serve 
the Auca tribe that killed their loved ones. Eventually most 
of the village, including six that participated in the murders, 
came to faith in Jesus. Kimo, one of the killers, and eventual 
pastor over his tribe, on a summer visit, baptized Steve and 
Kathy Saint, Nate’s children. 

God used these women, a wife and sister of their slain men, 
to reconcile with the Aucas and bring them ultimate 
reconciliation with God through Christ Jesus.  

We may not have a story like theirs, but every God story is 
grand! What legacy might you have in reconciling ones of 
a different tribe and tongue? With refugees and foreigners 
coming to our communities, schools, workplaces and public 
centers, how might you begin to share the love of Jesus? 
Our opportunities are endless. Take a step somewhere on 
the soul of a foreign heart. 

Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, the new creation has come: 
The old has gone, the new is here! All this is from God, who 
reconciled us to himself through Christ and gave us the 
ministry of reconciliation: that God was reconciling the 
world to himself in Christ, not counting people’s sins against 
them. And he has committed to us the message of 
reconciliation. 

You are worthy to take the scroll and open its seals, because 
You were slain, and with Your blood You purchased for God 
persons from every tribe and language and people and 
nation. 
Revelation 5:9


