
Greetings, 
 
Thanks for inquiring about other ways to get involved. The 
attached documents merely provide a subset of options for 
groups or individuals who wish to travel independently to recent 
disaster areas and they can serve as connection points. Please 
note that to-date we have not vetted any relief options for 
Hurricane Irma except the Red Cross as access to many of the 
devastated areas in Florida have been limited. What is included is 
information on how to connect with agencies serving the greater 
Houston area, namely through the Houston Food Bank and World 
Vision. Until we learn more about volunteer opportunities in 
Florida, we suggest trying Red Cross. 
 
By now, you all are aware that the need for  
“feet on the street” is great and so are the needs for:

(1) for supplies to help with demolition and cleanup,  
(2) the need for shelter provisions,  
(3) food-water-clothing distribution, & medical help. 
(4) prayer and comfort care 

These needs will be present for some time to come.  
 
Thanks for your willingness to help.

 
God Bless. 
 



HFB wants you to know they’re in it for the long haul. 

�
An unprecedented number of people in the greater Houston area are 
affected by the flooding caused by Hurricane Harvey. The storm unleashed 
monumental destruction across southeast Texas.  For individuals who 
already struggle to provide for their family’s basic needs, the flooding is 
even more catastrophic.

How does the Houston Food Bank help people affected by Harvey?
The Houston Food Bank has a history of providing disaster relief, but we've 
never seen devastation on this scale. We will provide food and supplies in 
the short term and for many months to come to residents in southeast 
Texas who will struggle to rebuild their lives.  The Food Bank will work 
closely with our network of partner agencies to ensure food is getting to 
those who need it most.  We also find ways to connect offers of help with 
those who are providing help.



 
If you want to help those hit by Harvey as a volunteer:
 
> Please register first to ensure you have a productive
    experience  

> Volunteer shifts apply, open daily (including Sunday and Labor Day)
Morning:     Monday-Sunday, 8 a.m. to noon
Afternoon:  Monday-Sunday, 1 to 4 p.m.
Evening:      Monday-Friday, 6 to 9 p.m.

 

> To Donate Food and Supplies  
Drop off curbside at 535 Portwall
Now through Saturday, September 9
8:00 a.m. - 6:00 p.m. Monday - Friday
8:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m. Saturday/Sunday  

> Most Needed Items
> Canned ready-to-eat items with pull tops: vegetables, fruit
> Protein in pouches or pull-top cans: tuna, beef stew, chili, 

        canned chicken
> Peanut butter
> Snacks: granola bars, breakfast bars, etc.
> Toiletries
> Paper goods
> Diapers
> Cleaning supplies: mops, mop buckets, brooms, bleach wipes,

      bleach, garbage bags, bug spray
 

NOTE: All volunteers are responsible for their own transportation, 
lodging and meals when serving with the Houston Food Bank (HFB).

https://houstonfoodbank.civicore.com/index.php?section=volOpportunities&action=calendar
http://www.houstonfoodbank.org/media/175787/most%20needed%20disaster%20items.pdf


For detail on how you may volunteer with HFB, 
Go to the following website:  

http://www.houstonfoodbank.org
 
and click on:
 
(1)  Harvey Disaster Relief or 

(2)  Harvey Volunteers or 

(3)  Contact HFB at their
           Portwall Headquarters….Home of their:

Warehouse
Conference Center

Emergency Food Pantry
SNAP Application Assistance

  ADDRESS:
535 Portwall Street
Houston, Texas 77029
Phone: 713-223-3700

The Houston Food Bank is registered as a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization. 
Contributions are tax-deductible to the extent permitted by law, tax identification 
number 74-2181456. 

Copyright © 2017 Houston Food Bank. All Rights Reserved. View the Houston 
Food Bank's Web Privacy Policy and Donor Privacy Code. The Houston Food 
Bank believes in conducting business with the utmost honesty and integrity. 
Ethics Point allows the Houston Food Bank to uphold these principles by acting 
as a tool for community members, including Food Bank staff, to submit 
confidential reports, suggestions, or complaints to a third party who helps the 
Houston Food Bank administration resolve issues while maintaining professional 
standards. 

http://www.houstonfoodbank.org/programs/warehouse/
http://www.houstonfoodbank.org/conference-center/
http://www.houstonfoodbank.org/services/emergency-food-pantry/
http://www.houstonfoodbank.org/services/snapfood-stamps/
http://www.houstonfoodbank.org/media/6811/501c3_letter__as_of_august_2011.pdf
http://www.houstonfoodbank.org/media/25239/HFB_Web_Privacy_Code_rev_4_30_13.pdf
http://www.houstonfoodbank.org/media/25242/HFB_Donor_Privacy_Code_rev_4_30_13.pdf
http://www.houstonfoodbank.org/aboutus/ethics-point/


Address: 535 Portwall St., 
Houston, TX 77029 | Phone: 713.223.3700 
| Email: 

info@houstonfoodbank.org

Special Message Regarding Hurricane 
Harvey Volunteer Opportunities
“Thank you for your interest in volunteering for Hurricane 
Harvey relief efforts. We are thrilled with the outpouring of 
support we’ve received from volunteers like yourself, and 
are no longer taking new applications to support Harvey 
relief.” 

“However, we encourage you to explore other virtual and 
onsite volunteer opportunities with Red Cross such as 
Hurricane Irma relief.”  
 
 
RED CROSS provides disaster relief training in most 
cases.  All RED CROSS volunteers must, first, apply 
online.  As far as we know, Volunteers may have to 
travel to the disaster relief sites at their own expense.  

Volunteer assignments can last anywhere between  
5-14 days depending on the assignment you choose.  
  

mailto:info@houstonfoodbank.org


Some assignments are physically more demanding 
than others. Take care in choosing what is appropriate 
for you. What are some of the volunteer assignments:  
 
 - Helping our shelters serve the community 
 - Load and unload trucks 
 - Serve food 
 - Provide comfort 
 - Welcome, onboard and engaging volunteers 
 - Help set up facilities 

They also need volunteers who have supervisory 
experience and are available for 14 day assignments. 

Requirements 
Must be at least 16 years of age  
(with parental consent) 
Expected to work shifts from 6-12 hours a day 
Must authorize background check after completing 
application 

 



To serve as a Red Cross volunteer with respect to 
Hurricane IRMA relief, here’s what you need to do: 

(1) Go to www.redcross.org 

(2) Click on Volunteer, then Volunteer Opportunity,  
then click on Disaster Volunteers. 

(3) In the box labeled  
“Make a Difference in Your Community“, click on 
“Search Openings”. 

(4) Look for the box labeled  
“Hurricane Irma Volunteers Needed….“ and click 
on the APPLY NOW button.  

(5) The black and white web page banner will read: 
“Volunteer Application for Hurricane Irma 
Response”. Click on the blue link that says,  
“please use this form”. It is for volunteers who are 
not local to the affected areas.   

A Red Cross representative will follow up with you.  

http://www.redcross.org


How can you help Hurricane 
Harvey recovery efforts if you and 
a small group travel to Houston?

• Where can you donate blood for Hurricane 
Harvey?

• Where can you donate money to help with 
Hurricane Harvey relief?

• Where can you volunteer to help those affected 
by Hurricane Harvey?

• Where can you donate pet supplies or help 
foster a pet in need?



Where can you donate blood for Hurricane 
Harvey?
Donating blood during natural disasters is incredibly 
important as those injured or experiencing medical 
complications rises. The South Texas Blood and 
Tissue Center has been able to send a first wave of 
350 units of blood so far to areas affected by the 
storm. You can find more information about where to 
donate blood on:

• Donatingforlife.org
• Carter Blood Care
• America’s Blood Center
• Armed Services Blood Program

https://southtexasblood.org/harvey
http://donatingforlife.org/
http://www.carterbloodcare.org/
http://www.americasblood.org/
http://www.militaryblood.dod.mil/


Where can you donate money to help with 
Hurricane Harvey recovery?

Some organizations accepting donations to help with 
Hurricane Harvey recovery efforts include:

1 Hurricane Harvey Relief Fund set up by Mayor 
Sylvester Turner

2 JJ Watt Houston Flood Relief Fund
3 Global Giving’s Hurricane Harvey Relief Fund
4 Hurricane Harvey LGBTQ Disaster Relief Fund
5 United Way Relief Fund (Flood Donation)
6 Center for Disaster Philanthropy
7 The Salvation Army
8 Homeless Houston
9 Baker Ripley Neighborhood Centers
10Houston Habitat for Humanity

https://ghcf.org/hurricane-relief/
https://www.youcaring.com/victimsofhurricaneharvey-915053
https://www.globalgiving.org/projects/hurricane-harvey-relief-fund/
https://my.reason2race.com/DNicol/HurricaneHarveyLGBTQDisasterReliefFund2017
https://www.unitedwayhouston.org/flood/flood-donation/
https://disasterphilanthropy.networkforgood.com/
https://give.salvationarmyusa.org/site/Donation2?df_id=27651&mfc_pref=T&27651.donation=form1
https://www.homelesshouston.org/take-action/donate/
https://www.bakerripley.org/get-involved/donate
http://houstonhabitat.org/


Where can you volunteer to help those 
affected by Hurricane Harvey?

To volunteer or donate, consider working with local 
food banks in areas most hard hit by the hurricane 
including:

• Houston Food Bank
• Food Bank of Corpus Christi
• Galveston County Food Bank
• Victoria Food Bank
• Food Bank of the Rio Grande Valley
• Brazos Valley Food Banks
• Central Texas Food Bank
• San Antonio Food Bank

You can also check National Voluntary 
Organizations Active in Disaster for volunteering 
opportunities and visit this link for a list of all active 
volunteer organizations helping with Hurricane 
Harvey relief efforts. You could also volunteer at the 
Children’s Hospital or use this finder to match you 
with more organizations in Texas seeking volunteers.

http://www.houstonfoodbank.org/
http://www.foodbankcc.com/
http://www.galvestoncountyfoodbank.org/
http://www.victoriafoodbank.org/
http://www.foodbankrgv.com/
https://www.bvfb.org/
https://www.centraltexasfoodbank.org/
https://safoodbank.org/
https://www.nvoad.org/hurricane-harvey/hurricane-harvey/
http://www.driscollchildrens.org/giving/volunteer
http://www.volunteerhou.org/


Where can you donate pet supplies or help 
foster a pet in need?
These organizations are currently in need of 
donations, foster homes, volunteer help, and 
supplies. For more information you can visit or call:
• San Antonio Humane Society: 210-226-7461
• Houston SPCA:Animal Rescue Disaster Hotline 

at 713-861-3010
• SPCA of Texas: 214-742-7722
• Austin Pets Alive: 512-961-6519
• The Humane Society of Southeast Texas: 

409-833-0504
• Gulf Coast Humane Society: 361-225-0845

We hope the resources shared above can help you 
in your efforts to help ones recover quickly from the 
devastating affects of Hurricane Harvey or put you in 
touch with organizations and others who need your 
help. And, if you’ve seen something we’ve missed, 
please let us know and we’ll add it as time permits.

https://sahumane.org/hurricane-harvey/hurricane-harvey/hurricane-harvey
http://www.houstonspca.org/
https://spca.org/give
https://www.austinpetsalive.org/donate/donate-now/
https://www.humanesocietyofsoutheasttexas.org/donate
http://www.gchscc.org/


Remember to PRAY (without ceasing)
 
Almighty Father, we ask for Your mercy on those 
affected by Hurricane Harvey. Protect our people. 
May your Holy Spirit guide emergency responders 
as they seek to help those in need……We pray in 
the matchless name of Jesus and by the power of 
His blood!



Apprehensive about making donations?
Quick Guideline: 


